Charter Amendments

A special election has been called 1o offer voisrs the GERPOTRINUY {0 YOl
on proposed amendments 10 the Charter of the City of Friendswoad The
charter was originally approved by the voters in 1971 end amcnded in
1985 and 1992, The charter putlings the busic stiueture of our Cciiy
goveriment and serves o guide city council and employees [ ix
reviewed every [ive years by o comnlission appointed by city council
This year, the commission mode several recommendalions for
amendments o city council. These recommendations have been reviewed
carefully and amendments have boen placed on a ballot for consideration
by the volers

The curcent charier review commission was appoinled by city council in
January 1996, Members are Steve Huffman. Ed Driskill, Pau! Jury,
Florence Crawford, Ted Low, Blaise Guzzetia and Lynda Harris, The
commission submitled ils final report 1o ¢ity council on August 13, 1994
Twenty-two propositions on proposed amendments 1o the charler have
been place on the May 3, 1997 election ballat.

All tecords of the proceedings of the charier review commission aie
located in the city seeretary’s office and available for vigwing, Copies o!
the charier are located in the city seeretary’s office and the iibzary, as well
as other city depsrtmznts

PROPOSITION NQO. 1

Stiati the second senience of Seetion 2.03 of Article I of the Charier of the
City of Friendswood, Texas, which provides that (he City exsreise the
power of eminent domain by the laws governing the condemnation of
properly of railroad operations, be deleted in s entirety?

PROPOSITION NO. 2

Shall the third parageaph of Sectian 203 of Artizle 1] of the Charter of the
Cily of Friendswood, Texas, which pravides procedures for the adeption
of ardinances relating to streat develapment and improvernen!, including
requirements for distribution of any such proposed ordinance o (e
council, the cily altorney, and citizens whi have requested same, and the
authorization for the council 1o finally adopt any such crdinance on one
(1) reading, be deletzd in its entirety?

FROPOSITION NO. 3

Shall Section 2.06 of Article 11 of the Clarter of (he City of Friendswond,
Texas, be amended 1o provide that the period of time for which a notice of
chim shall be given for damages for persenal injury or desil, or
dzstruction of property, shall be ninety (90} days?

PROPOSITION N{. 4

Shall the second paragraph of Section 2.01 of Article 1] of the Charter of
the Ciy of Friendswood, Texas, be amended 1o deleto provisions
imposing term limitiions on the offices of mayor and councilmembers?

FROPOSITIGN NO. S

Shall Subparagraph (b of the third paraaraph of Section 3.01 of Arricle
HTof the Charter of the City of Friendswood, Tesas, be ameaded 10 clas &
that the slection for the mitial three-vear tern of office of mayor shal?
the generel election held in 19947

FROPOSTIION NO. G

Shall the thivd paragraph of Section 3.02 of Article 1] of the Claster of (he
Cuy of Friendswood, Texas, be amended 1o provide tha al m2etings of
Uiz counzil shall be held in accordance with applicable open mzetings

laws?

PROPOSTTION NG. 7

Shatl & new paragraph (33 be added o Subseciion (2) of Section 4.04 of
Ariicle IV of the Charter of the City of Fricudswood, Texas, (o provide
that & weitien notice of appotniment shall be given by Lhe city seeretary 1o
uch person appeinizd by the mayar or covncil (o any board, commission,
comailies, or othizr eppointive offive or position. within five (5) working
days following suchi appoiniment?

FROPOSITION NO. &

Shall the first and second sentences of Subsection C of Sectien 4.06 of
Article IV of the Charter of the City of Fricndswood, Texas, be amended
to provide that no city employes. or persor secking employment with (he
city, shall be discriminated against because of his ar her color, national
afigi, age, disability, veteren status, or membership or non-membership
in employee crganizations, and 1o provide that except to the extent
authonized by state or federal faw in conflict herewith, no appeintive
officer or emplayes shall make o contzibution (o (he campaign fund of sny
person seeking election o & city affice?

FROPOSITION NO, & ;
Shall the first s2nience of the second paragraph of Subsection {e) .
Seciion 5.04 of Artick V of the Charter of the City of Fricndswood, Texas,
be amended o provide that (i Cily secratary shall determine the
sutficizney of an amended initinstive or relerendum petition within five (3)
working days foilowing (he lHling of same?

PROPOSITION NQ, 10

Shall paragraph (3) of Subsection (a) of the first parazraph of Subsection
Ib), of Section 5.06 of Article V ol the Charier of the City of Frendswaod,
Texas, be amended to provide that o spacial election on an ordinance
Fursuant fo an initiztive or referendum petition shall be held on the first
vatlar election date [zlling fortv-five {43 days or more after
delermination by council that the initiztive or referendum petition is
sufficient?

PROPOSITION NO. 11

Shall paragraph (3) of Subsection (a) of Section 6.02 of Article VI of (he
Charter of the City of Friendswood, Texss. b amended (o provide that no
person shall be eligible as a condidate for an elective city office unless
such person ss gt least twentv-onz {213 years of aga?

PROPOSITION N0, 12

Shall paragraph (7) of Subsection () of Section 6.02 of Article V] of the
Charier of the Ciiy of Frisndswoud, Texas, be amonded (o provide that no
Feisan holdmg o cuy appointive office of emolument shall continue in
sueh posiiion sfter becoming & candidate for an elzctive offjca?




PROPOSITION NO. 13
Shall the last sentence of Subsection (b) of Section 6.02 of Article Vi

the Charter of the City of Friendswood, Texas, be amended 10 provide tha:
nomination petitions for an elective city ofiice shall be tiled with the city
relary not earlier than ninety (90) days prior o the next uniform
ction date as set forth in the Texas Election Cade. ar later than 1he
normal posted close of business for the office of the City secretary on the
last day for which apphications for candidacy are allowed 10 be fied for
an election on such nex! usitorm eleclion dale?

PROPOSITION NQO. 14

Shall the first sentence of Subsection ta) of Section 6.04 of Article VI of

the Charter of the City of Friendswood, Texag, be amended 1o provide tha
th= rewurns of each city siection shali be delivered from the elaction Juilges
to the cily secretary at city hall not later than three {3} hours afier the
closing of the polls, or as soon thereafter as s reasonably praciicable?

PROPOSITION NO, 15

Shall Section 8.05 of Anicle V11 of the Charter of the City ol
Friendswouod, Texas, be amended by adding thereto a new Subsection (I
lo provide that the city council shall be prohibited from ncurring debl
not payable from then current revenues unless approved by the voters ot
a special election held for such purpose, unless (he incurring of the debt
is necessary due (o an emergency or urgent public necessity?

PROPOSITION NO. 16

Shall Subsection (b) of Section 8.07 of Article VI af the Chanter ol the
City of Friendswood, Texas, be amended Lo provide that the vig
manager shall submit to the council each month & report detatling ths
financial condition of the city by budget amounts versus fiscal YEur 1o
date amounts, and that [inancial records of the city shall be maintained
1 conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as

scribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Boasd

PROPOSITION NQ. 17

Shall paragraph (d} of Section 9.07 of Article [X of the Chatter of thz
City of Friendswaod, Teaas, be amended to provide thai any grent.
renewal, exlension, or smeadment of any public utility franchise shall be
subject to the right of the ¢j by to prescribe the form of accounts (o be kepr
by each such wility?

PROPOSTTION NO. 18§

Shall Subsection (b) ol Section 9.10 of Article 1% of the Charter of the
City of Friendswoed, Texas, be amendsad 1o provide that public service
carparations operating within the city which lail to file anoual reports of
receipts from their operations shall be liable to the cily in (he ameunt of
$1.000 per day Tor cach day during which the delzull continues, and if
any such repont is filed with the knowledge of the public service
corporation that infoermation contained therein is false, shall be ligble 10
the city in the amount of $3,000 for each such willlully false report?

PROPOSITION NO. 1%

Shall Article X af the Charer of the City of Priendswood. Texas. which
Article Xocontmms lransition! provisions appiicable o the period
immaduately [ollowing adoption of the original Charier, be deleted from
the Chaner in s entirety?

FROPOSITION NQ. 24
Shall Seciion YLOL of Auticls 21 of the Charter of the Citv o
Frizndswood, Tevas, be amended (o provide that records of (e city shall
bz maintained wnd aveileble for public wispection as provided by
applicablz state and lederal open records laws?

PROPOSITION MO, 21

Shalt the iniraductory paragraph of Section 11 69 of Article X[ ol the
Chartzr of the City of Friendswood, Texas, be amended (o provide that
the council shall appoint a s rst regular meeting in July ol every fiith
vewr alter approval of the Charter, a churter review COoMmNssion
compased of seven (7] citizens of the city?

PROPOSITION NQ. 22

Shall paragraph (b) ol Seetion 11 09 of Anicle NI of (he Charter of the
ity of Friendswoad, Texns. e anwnded (o provide thal upan receipt o
a final report from o charter review commission, the council shalf
consider any recommendations made und, il deemed appropriate by the
cosnetl, submit any such proposed changes W the voters of he city af o
speaial election to be held for such purpose: and provided lurther that no
suzh eleclion shal be hald unless such proposed amendments hiave been
published nat dess than fony-five (43) nor more than ninety (9493 days
prion to the date set for cuch election?

Uon’t Forget To Vote!

Saturday, May 3, 1997
7 a.m. to 7 pan.




